
The hospice philosophy
holds that end-of-life care
should emphasize quality of
life.  A nationwide Gallup
survey conducted for the
National Hospice and
Palliative Care Organization
produced five
key outcomes:

1. Nine out of 10 adults
would prefer to be cared for
at home rather than in a hos-
pital or nursing home if diag-
nosed with a terminal illness.
Hospice does provide the
option of being cared for at a
place the patient calls home:
96% of hospice care is pro-
vided in the patient’s home or
place they call home.

2. An overwhelming majority
of adults said they would be
interested in the comprehen-
sive program of care at home
that hospice programs pro-
vide. Yet most Americans
know little or nothing about
their eligibility for or
availability of hospice.

3. When asked to name their
greatest fear associated with
death, respondents most cited

“being a burden to family and
friends,” followed by “pain”
and “lack of control.”
Addressing the whole range
of physical and psychologi-
cal needs of the patient and
his or her family in an inter-
disciplinary way is what
makes hospice care so spe-
cial.

4. 90% of adults believe it is
the family’s responsibility to
care for the dying. Hospice
provides families with the
support needed to keep their
loved one at home, and can
take over fully to give the
caretaker short “respite”
periods.

5. Most adults believe it
would take a year or more to
adjust to the death of a loved
one. However, only 10% of
adults have ever participated
in a bereavement program or
grief counseling following
the death of a loved one.

6. Hospice programs offer
one year of grief counseling
for the surviving family and
friends.

The National Hospice and
Palliative Care Organization
in collaboration with the
Department of Veteran's
Affairs has launched  "We
Honor Veterans" program.
This is a pioneering cam-
paign to help improve the
care veterans receive from
hospice and palliative care
providers.

Hospice of the Rock River
Valley has joined this part-
nership to provide end of life
care to our veterans and
educate ourselves on the
unique health care needs of
veterans. 

It is a revelation to many
to learn that 25 percent of all
deaths in the United States
are veterans.  That equates
to 1,800 people a day; more
than 680,000 veterans
every year.   These coura-
geous Americans deserve
recognition for their military
service, - particularly at the
end of life's journey.   

On our most recent
Veterans' day in November
of 2011, Hospice of the
Rock River Valley ascer-
tained  that one-third (1/3) of
our current patients were
veterans or their spouses
were veterans.   We provid-
ed a small token of appreci-
ation and recognition to our
veteran patients and fami-

lies and it was received with
touching gratitude.   

Not only do we feel hon-
ored and privileged to be
caring for America's heroes,
our partnership allows us to
raise awareness among our
team and to ensure we are
providing the care our veter-
ans' expect, need and
deserve at end of life.  

The resources of "We
Honor Veterans" focus on
respectful inquiry, compas-
sionate listening, and grate-
ful acknowledgment, cou-
pled with Veteran-centric
education of staff caring for
Veterans.  Additionally, there
may be specific needs relat-
ed to the Veteran's military
service, combat experience
or traumatic event, and this
program provides tools to
help support the caregivers
as well.

Hospice of the Rock River
Valley is honored to contin-
ue our tradition of excellent
care to our community and
enhance our knowledge of
the unique needs of veter-
ans. 
To learn more about We
Honor Veterans please visit
www.wehonorveterans.org.

The Messenger
www.hospicerockriver.org Winter 2011/2012

A publication of Hospice of the Rock River Valley

30 Years of Providing Hospice Services to the Community
“1982-2012”

MMiissssiioonn
Hospice of the Rock River Valley affirms life by providing exceptional care and support to

those transitioning through serious illness, death and grief.

Hospice provides what Americans
want at the End of Life

Hospice of the Rock River Valley
Honors Veterans

HRRV will be celebrating a 30th Anniversary
in June of 2012. Watch for more details and

information as the year progresses.
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Over twenty years ago, a group of community members joined forces to create the first Festival of Trees ben-
efiting hospice services in the Sauk Valley area. Now, over twenty years later the Festival of Trees continues as
a tradition encompassing the entire Sauk Valley area.

We are blessed to live and work in generous communities
where the idea of investing in our resources is a priority for all.
The Festival of Trees would not be possible without the con-
tributions given by these communities. Hospice of the Rock
River Valley says thank you to all businesses, organizations,
volunteers, decorators, chairpersons, sponsors, donors and the
general public for the generous amount of time, talent, and
financial support given to the Festival of Trees. We realize
your resources are limited and precious and we truly appreci-
ate your expressions of support in an effort to help us continue
helping others.

We want to especially thank our chairpersons for the 22nd Festival of Trees:
Pat McLeod, Janna Groharing, Chris Byar, Roberta Dillon, Kristie Geil,
Barb Young, Yolanda Moreno, Patti Sword, Anne Kenney, Susan Boyd, Kim
Ewoldsen, Rita Wolf, and Christy Zepezauer.

The proceeds from the Festival of Trees assist Hospice of the Rock River
Valley in providing care and support to the terminally ill and their families. The
professional staff and team of volunteers have offered expert and compassionate
care for 30 years to those during a most vulnerable time. Although Hospice serv-
ices are reimbursable by Medicare, Medicaid and insurance, the reimbursement
does not begin to cover the actual costs of providing our services. This is why
Hospice of the Rock River Valley relies heavily on community support to main-
tain our commitment of not passing on costs to our patients or their families.

On behalf of the staff, board of directors, volunteers, and patients of
families of Hospice of the Rock River Valley, please accept our sincere
and heartfelt thank you. Know that through your generosity, you have

helped to provide hope and compassionate care to your
fellow community members.  

Karen  Voss  &  Carolyn  Spencer

Festival  of   Trees  Thank  You
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*Speakers Bureau*

Education is essential to understanding hospice philoso-
phy and end-of-life decisions. Staff members and special-
ly trained volunteers are available to speak to your group
about a variety of topics. We customize our presentation
to fit your needs and welcome opportunities to share infor-
mation about Hospice, bereavement and end-of-life care.
To schedule a speaker, call (815) 288-3673 or email 

market@hospicerockriver.org. 

Angel on our Shoulders
Hospice of the Rock River Valley depends on

community generosity for many things. Each
newsletter we post a wish list of items that are
needed for patient care, bereavement services,
operational support, and special events.

Listed below are items we are looking for. Please call the
hospice office before donating to check on the status of items
needed. Call (815) 288-3673.

Office Supplies
(pens, post-it notes, etc.)

Laundry Soap (liquid)
& Bleach

New White Twin Size Flat
Sheets

Puzzle Books - Crossword /
Word Search

Boxes of Tissues
Mailing Labels

(1 x 2 5/8)
(2 x 4)

Musical CDs -
Inspirational/Easy Listening

New for 2012

Sue Abate
Pat Aldrich

Wes Anderson
Lorna Anello
Millie Baird

Bryan Banziger
Don Bielema
Cathy Binder
Nancy Book
Susan Boyd
Chris Byar
Jon Byar

Eva Carbaugh
Lora Clapper
Larry Cooper
Vicki Cooper
Deb Cushman

Angie Delhotel
Jan Devine

Sherry DeWalt
Roberta Dillon
Deb Donnelly

Karen Dunsworth
Regina Egan

Kim Ewoldsen
Kristie Geil

Connie Gemeny
Judy Gordon

Janna Groharing
Ken Harrington
Dawn Hartman

Ted Hegner
Bob Heinze

Maynard Hermes
Carolyn Heuck

Carol Humphreys
Darlene Jacobs

Teri Jahn
Patsy Kay

Anne Kenney
Kim Kilday
Chris King
Kaye King
Jim King

Elinore Kugler
Beth Lancaster

Sue Lee
Jordan Lumbard

Adrian McCormick
Maureen McCormick

Jean McCue
Terry McGuire

Cindy McKinley
Lenore McKinzie

Pat McLeod
Mike McLeod

Liz Moreno
Yolie Moreno

Melody Munson
Audry Nesbitt

Sue Nestor
Patti Nice

Charla Olson
Vicki Olson

Haley Osborn
Linda Osborn

Marianne Paris

Jay Pauley
Gloria Peska

Kim Ptak
Meta Rastede

Ann Rodekamp
Liz Rude

Denise Schneiderbauer
Deb Schrader
Eileen Sedig

Loretta Shilling
Louise Skoglund

Jean Smetana
Gloria Sproul
Laura Steffes

Sue Stull
Patti Sword

Kinzie Vogel
Melissa Vogel
Al Wangerin

Zita Westbrook
Julie Woessner
Danielle Wolf
Barb Young
Rob Young
Kay Young

Christy Zepezauer
Jim Grot Studio

Sauk Valley
Container

Shippert's Moving
& Storage

Twin Cities Sunrise
Rotary
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“The future
depends on

what we do in
the present.”

- mahatma ghandi -
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www.hospicerockriver.org
Serving families in Lee, Whiteside, Ogle, Carroll & Bureau Counties

Volunteers

Hospice of the Rock River Valley has a need for
volunteers to work with patients and families.

Spring Volunteer Training begins
Tuesday, March 13

at 
Hospice of the Rock River Valley

Route 2 between Dixon and Sterling

Are the Heart of
Hospice

To make a difference in someone’s life, call Judy at
815-288-3673

Can You ...
Read a book?
Write a letter?
Sit and hold someone’s hand?
Listen?
Just be there?

Then you could be a Hospice Volunteer.

ln Memory of

Lowell Batten
Mary Anne Batten
Julie Batten
Terry & Rita Bishop
Larry & Shirley Bollman
Robert & Geraldine

Cassens
Otto & Mary Dobbeke
Peter & Susan Harkness
Harlan & Helen Hartman
Melvin & Kathryn Johnson
Sammy & Cheryl Johnson
Ronald & Linda Kuepker
James & Karen Nuelle
Peggy Rosenow Grebinski
Joyce Sandrock
Roger & Diane Schmeling
Cindy Schott
Bette Sherman
Daniel & Bonnie

Thompson
Ruth Thompson
Curtis Varney
Michael & Paula Wares
Rod & Nancy Weber

Geraldine Wike
New Life Fitness World
Tampico Library
Village of Tampico

Sandra Behrens
Daniel & Cynthia Ragain
Ronald Behrens
Jill Moret
Stephen & Bonnie

Swanstrom
Matthew & L. Nicole

Tucker
William Wulf

Kenneth Brouilette
Vicki Beien
Anne Brouilette
Michael & Lynette Ceruzzi
Ruth Dietz
Roberta Dillon
Kevin & Deann Garber
Michael & Alison Guerrero
Marilyn Mitchell
Dr. R.R. Nowak
Wynn & Darcy Ullman
Larry & Adona

Zimmerman
Reagan School Faculty

Verla Burger
Larry & Tracy Albright

& Elijah
Ruth Allen
Loren & Carol Burger
Betty Clementz
Ruth Cornils
Joyce Frank
Marilyn Genz
Kathy Hansen
Pat McCarter
Wilma Mechling
Marvin & Sandy Miller
Dick Mulnix
Earl & Junetta Prince

Lorraine Burton
Jack & Ruth Chapman

Evelyn Cassens
James & Flora Albrecht
Ronald Albrecht
Carolyn Allen
Lenora Bakener

Alice Cassens
H.B. & B.J. Cassens
Vern & N. Jean Cassens
Rodney & Betty Cushman
Richard & Gayle Evans
Steven & Kenne Hampton
Robert & Sue Hawkins
Michael & Jacqueline

Healy
James Hermes
Candance Jacobs
Patrick & Virginia

Propheter
Timothy & Ann Prophether
Dr. Mark & Eileen

Schmelzel
Jeanie Sullivan
Glen & Kaye Truesdell
Marc & Marie Wolens
Larry & Adona

Zimmerman
Mark & Margaret Zumdahl
Sauk Valley Bank

Karen Clark
Richard Beelendorf
Gene & Rosey Behren

Thank you to all supporters of HRRV. Your donations in memory of loved ones ensures quality compassion-
ate care is available to those in need.  We appreciate your assistance in keeping our listing accurate. Please
call (815) 288-3673 or email market@hospicerockriver.org with any additions or corrections.

The Fall 2011 Volunteer Training concluded and graduated
four new volunteers for Hospice of the Rock River Valley.
Those completing the session were (l to r) Elinore Kugler,
Ted Hegner, Beth Lancaster and Patricia Spratt. We wel-
come our new volunteers to hospice and look forward to
working with them as we care for patients in the Sauk Valley
area.

2011  Fall  Volunteer  Graduates
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Al & Lil Berkeley
Roger & Cindy Clayton
Dennis & Kathy Devers
Dallas & Dee Dodge
Pat Estes
John, Sue, Grandpa &

Grandma Gray
Vernon & Shirley Griffith
Andy & Angela Hampton
The Hodge Family
Joe Judd
Gordon & Aimie Kendall
Richard & Beth

Longanecker
Morgan McConnell
Ron & Paula Musick
Roxana Noble
Gary Peterlin
Terry & Sherry Poci
Clint & Stacey Sturgeon
Ron & Linda VanDusen
John Wulf & Karen

Planthaber
Whiteside County

Enterprise Zone Board

Billy Cooper
Carol Dohner
Marcus & Carol Schulte

Alice Daniels
Ronald & Brenda Mitchell

Catherine De Splinter
Kristie Anders
Joel & Marilyn Haefelin

Elbert Dean
Janna Dean

Beulah Devers
Donald Devers
Gene Jacoby

Jeffrey Digman
Ronald & Marilyn Mitchell

Francis Dyar
Susan Johnson

Patricia Eberly
Christine Demory

Rudy Edge
Mary Jo Edge
Joyce Frank
Gary & Sharon Handel
Ted & Marjorie Kontos
John & Joy Miller

Lee & Dawn Naffziger
James & Vicki Olson
Alva & Norma Wise Jr.
Sterling Men's Bowling

Association

Louise Flynn
Ronald & Marilyn Mitchell

Jean Fransen
Kathy Shaw
G. & R. Yoeckel

Cleone Freas
Glenn & Gail Dancey
Joyce Frank
Lyle Freas
Merle & Sandra Heckman
Mary Lou Maple
Jean McCue
Phillip Plumb, Sr.
Robert & Janet

Prescott

Patricia Gieson
John & Frances Bishop
Paul & Trudy Boudreau
Carolyn Burch
Richard & Bonnie Decker
Jon Gieson
Ralph & Judith Miller
Clare & Gloria Peska
Helen Phillips
McCormick Company

Esther Gillette
Donovan & Linda 

Akerberg
Anonymous
Dave & Doris Apple
Jim & Sue Brady
Barb Celletti
John & Diana Celletti
Betty Jo Downie
Bernice Fester
Joseph & Christi Fiorini
Joe & Marge Fiorini
Ed & Sharon Gale
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Garland
Edythe Geiger
Noel & Nancy Gillette
Tony & Michele Gillette

& Family
Glenn & Gerri Hammer
Jerry & Sue Insley
Glenn & Marcia Keime
Jim & Lori Kenney
Woodrow & Peggy King
Don & Judy Kusk

Cynthia Lane
George Logan
Tim & LuAnn McFadden
Dieter & Robyn Meinen
Hugh & Betty Miller

& Family
Mary Robinson
Chuck & Belle Rosenberry
Larry & Shirley Siperly
Bob & Mary Lou Smeltzer
David & Kim Stanley

& Family
John & Anne Steiner
Raleigh & Jo Anne

Stennett
George & Nancy Sullivan

Donna Grater
Phyllis Alderfer
Anne Anderson
John & Cheryl Beien
Herb Beveroth
Lucille Beyer
Thomas & Jane Ann

Brackemeyer
LaVonne Colloton
Marvin & Lois Deetz
Duwayne & Ruth Dietz
Lyle & Donna Dirks
Doris Ewers
Pam Fritz
Dan & Phyllis Grater
David Grater
Jerry & Rosie Hartman
Norm & Rita Heeren
Maggie Hudson
Jerry & Sandy Hutsell
Dorothy Jacobs
Evelyn Jacobs
Galen & Deb Johnson
Janet Koett
Vern & Barb Larson
Vera McCormick
David & Donna McDonald
Lloyd & Betty Mull
Shirley Nelson
DuWayne Ottens
William & Ardythe Rice
Nancy Riesselman
Teri Roberts
Shelby & Lois Rowzee
Lee Schrader
Arvilla Siddens
Millie Smith
Phil Smith
June Soderquist
Edna Spencer
Jean Stillman
Muriel Wagenecht

Darlene Waldschmidt 
Charles & ToniWallin
Lynda Warren
Nancy Weidel

Karla Harper
Cynthia Adami
Jake Anderson
Barbara Anderson
Jacob Anderson
Kelly Anderson Walker
Lori Baumgart
David & Linda Bonds
Richard & Lee Ann

Brantner
John & Laura Cripe
Roberta Dillon
Gary & Linda Dirks
Robert & Judith Edison
Robert Edison
Thomas & Judy Elston
Blake & Amy Francque
Roger & Kymberly Hayen
Mark Holldorf
Elizabeth Maxson
James & Lenore McKinzie
John & Barbara Pearson
Lee Schrader
Sheri Seelbach
Connie Stewart
Pamela Stone
Patricia Stone
Teri Valentine
Susan Westphal
Brandon & Tiffany

Woodward
Tri-Valley High School

Charles Howard
Joan Burkhalter
Curt & Tandy Howard
Geraldine Wike

Francis Hussung
Robert & Sue Hawkins
Van Hussung

Bernice Janssen
The Family of
Bernice Janssen

Ravenell Kinney
Frances Kinney

Phyllis Larson
Judi Breitbach

Marma Manon
Don & Donna Wolf
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Edward McAndrews
Roger & Diane Schmeling

Donita Milligan
Janice Carlson
Kelly & Linda Geishert
Carol Massingill
James Milligan
Laura Peterson
Kenneth & Mary

Stegmiller
William & Kristine Taylor
Jerry & Cheryl Thede

Mary Nelson
Deborah Haan

Charlotte Ordean
John Ordean

Grace Otto
Dale & Sue Otto

Ardell Paulson
Marge Cornejo
Peter Lozano
Roseanne Perino
Pamela Reynolds

Jolene Ross
Jeanette Gascoigne

Joan Schultz
Merrill & Judith Howard
Joyce Melvin
Gary Schultz

Leslie “Duane”
Skrogstad, Jr.
Dennis & Karen Burgess

Stella Sleight
Karen Hansen
Kevin & Treva Kennedy
Mary Ann Neblung
Rebecca Thomas

Mary Jane Smith
Marjorie Bittorf
Sam & Sheila Brune
Robert & Dorothy

Cheshier
Howard & Teresa Craft
Tim & Maureen Dunphy
Fred Eberley
William & Paula Eberley
Thomas & Patricia Flynn
Fred Gebhardt
Dolores Gordon

Bob & Veronica Kennedy
Michael & Cheri King
Ted & Marjorie Kontos
Lori Kurtz
David & Judith Lowe
Edward & Madonna Maris
Jean McCue
Estella Metcalfe
Donald & Mary Morgan
Debra Murphy
Mrs. George Nieman
Dr. Kenje & Wilma Ogata
Martin & Joanne Papoccia
Jim & Carolyn Partridge
Robert & Janet Prescott
Betty Puckett
Louis Smith
Mary Pat Stewart
Lawrence & Jean

Stolmeier
Ludger & Clarinda

Thuente
Henry & Marty

Waldschmidt

Ethel Steder
Betty Anderson
Charles & Penny Billman
Don & Donna Dinges
Darlene Hinkle
Beverly Hunt
George & Yolane Meusel
Ronald & Carol Rick
Kenneth Steder
Sharon Thompson

Donald Stutzke
Derek & Michelle Hanley 

and the Irish Pub &
Restaurant

Marilyn Sutkay
Dean & Cindy Book
Bob & Bernadine Coats
Jack & Lois Glassburn
Maynard & Mary Hermes
Lyle Muntean
James & Vicki Olson
John & Amy Roach

Marilyn Thomas
Debbie Bailey
Daniel Drane
Tony Drane
Jane Harting
Phylllis Meiners
G. Irene Prew
Violet Windham
Hanson Professional

Services, Inc.

Elizabeth Wahl McLeod
Jack & Ruth Chapman

John Walker
Joyce Frank
Betty Walker

Richard Walters
Women of the Moose

Alice Weaver
Audrey Dykhuizen
Donna Itken
Edna Spencer
Harry Weaver

Dick Webber
Thomas & Patricia

Flynn

Gladys Whitlock
Wayne & Lois Anderson
Richard Coon
Francis & Karen Frederick
Jack & Sam Spencer
Judy Truesdace

Jackie Witzel
Mary Ann Pratt

Jerry Wolens
Jack & Ruth Chapman

Sue Wolfe
Thomas & Patricia Flynn

Bea Wooldridge
Alvin & Jill Berodt

Lauren Young
Bob & Janet Arnold

Marvin Younger
Julia Younger

Kristal Zuidema
James & Marcy Shank

In memory of Richard &
Joan Kodanko's mothers
William & Mary Grant

General Donations

Anonymous
Tom & Laura Beien

John & Marty Benson
Sue Britt
Elizabeth Bucher
Ronald & Suzanne Burkey
Mary Dickinson
Weldon & Allene Galloway
Guillermo Garza
Blasé Masini
Roger & Evelyn Petitgoue
Earl & Junetta Prince
Charles & Mary Belle
Rosenberry

Geraldine Sailors
Ronald & Martha Semetis
In honor of their mother

Russell & Car Spratt
In honor of the wedding of
Dennis Baylor &
Kathy Noble

James & Deborah Wahl
Mark Wahl
Abbott Laboratories
Bethel Reformed Church
Borg Warner
In honor of retirement of
Bea Martinson

Crest Foods
Dave Garland Memorial
Golf Outing

Dixon Direct
Exelon United Way System
Office

Goodtimers Club of
Woodhaven Lakes

Immanuel Lutheran Church
John Deere Classic
Johnson Oil Company
P.E.O. Chapter B.H.
Rock Falls Rotary Club
Sterling Federal Bank
Employee Charitable
Contribution 2011

United Way of Whiteside 
County

Whiteside County Senior
Tax Fund

Who Else, Inc.

Gift In Kind

Ruth Dalton
Kathy Helm
Frances Maynard
Yolane Meusel
Gary Schultz
Arlyn Toppert



Hospice of the Rock River Valley
264 IL Rt. 2
Dixon, IL 61021-9111
815-288-3673

Calendar of Events 2012

2nd & 4th Tuesday of each month Evening Grief Support Group
6:30-8 p.m., meeting in Classroom 1
at CGH Medical Center

March 13 Spring Volunteer Training Begins

June TBD HRRV Golf Outing

Nov. 10 HRRV Festival of Trees Gala Evening
Deer Valley Country Club

Nov. 13-18 23rd HRRV Festival of Trees

All events are at HRRV unless otherwise noted. Look for more details regarding future events in newsletters,
special mailings and local media. Questions? Please call (815) 288-3673 or email market@hospicerockriv-
er.org.  Also visit www.hospicerockriver.org and our Facebook page.

By your side, our family caring for your family.
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We would love to hear
from you. Please let us
know how we can serve
you better.
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Search for
Hospice of the

Rock River Valley
To begin receiving this newsletter electronically,
send an email to market@hospicerockriver.org.


